Eeolab completes $4 S- m11110n1nvestment

- Ribbon cutting ceremony
celebrates new production line,
reductions in water usage

BY HEATHER COX
heox@h-ponline.com

A $4.5-million inyest-
ment into Ecolab’s Hun-
tington plant has brought
a few new changes to pro-
duction machinery recent-
ly, bringing members of
the Huntington Economic
Development team, leaders
from the cityand county

and Ecolab team leaders aver
together for a commission- - «

ing of the new operations.

Huntington plant manager,
explained that the first one
was a‘new system to wash
out: equipment in a way
that reduces the amount of
water used. i
Bricker said with this
new system, they are able
to reduce the amount of
water-used.by. 25 percent,

at the Hunﬂngton Ecola )
behind the group that hel
S

line which fills bagg
' s0ap. Bricker said they
y get‘ed a specific busini
to pick it up and ended up
attracting two realtors  —
Walmart and Sam’s Club.
“One of the exciting

Ecolab, a global compa-
ny that has been operation- : ¢
al in one form or another i
in Huntington since 1919,
announced plans of work-
ing toward two projects in

make all ‘of the soap
very single Walmart
the United States that
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goes into their restrooms,”
Bricker said. “So wheth-
er it’s Maine or Texas or
Florida or Indiana — every
time you use a restroom in
Walmart, it’s Huntington
soap, which is pretty cool.”

In a past press release,
Indiana Secretary of Com-
merce Jim ‘Schellinger ex-
plained that through this
upgrade and continued in-
vestment in new machin-
ery, Ecolab will be able to
expand ' its manufacturmg
presence which will in turn
continue to support jobs in
the community.

Though the equipment
has ‘been up and running,

Bricker explained that yes-
terday was the commis-
sioning of the additional
operations and will now be
running full scale — some-
thing he said he considers a
big milestone for the plant.
Mayor Brooks Fetters
told those present that the

community is appreciative

of Bricker and Ecolab s ef-
forts.

“We are so pleased to be
the line that now bags soap
~for Walmart
in ' our community, What.“
Eric has been able to. ‘o in’
the, Jast several years and,_,
setting - this pamcular loca~ '
tion-uip for great successnot,

able to have Ecolab have
this experience and happen

orly heré at this plant, but

. with the distribution center:
outito the north, we are so*

proud of what Ecolab has

been able to do to make life
better here in Huntington,”
Fetters said.

Fetters also went on to
give Bricker a City of Hun-
tington leadership medal-

lion to show appreciation

for Bricker’s hard work and
leadership wuhm the com-
munity.

Following the presenta-

" tion, a ribbon cuthng cere-

mony took place in front-of

and Sam’s
Club as well as produces

“stronger cleaners such as

roxide, 4
After’ the ribbon was cut,
those /in iattendance : were

: then taken on a tour of Eco-

lab’s facilities among the
hustle and bustle of produc-
tion.




