LOCATI )NS
for2011

As business populations shift and site selection continuously evolves, smaller regional and
metro areas are emerging as desirable locations for companies of all sizes. This year, in concert with
Area Development’s annual state-level Gold and Silver Shovel Awards, we also examined the
performances of these locales.

DESIRABLE PLACES
FOR DOING
BUSINESS

We based our findings on 14 highly regarded location surveys from sources including Forbes,
Newgeography, Brookings MetroMonitor, Fast Company, and CNNMoney. We used the findings of the
Milken Institute’s Best Performing Cities 2010 as the primary criterion. Each of the 100 Leading Locations
on our list must appear within the top 100 rankings for large and small cities on Milken’s report.

We also considered the results of our own Select Regionals Survey as a criterion to select
the 100 locations that made the final cut. This survey, sent to nearly 300 U.S. regions and metros,
considered the areas’ top three greatest project investments of 2010, unemployment rates, and total
capital investment pledged over the past year.

While our list does not rank the locales, we have chosen to highlight five that appeared
on most of the lists we considered. With a total of 10 mentions across the 14 lists in our review,
Austin, Texas, was the most named Leading Location. Regardless of how many lists an area appeared
on, they all represent some of the best-performing locations during this recession-to-recovery period.

Please use the key below to match the cities to the respective lists on which they appear.

M

KEY to SURVEYS

© Milken Institute: Best Performing Cities 2010 (D Forbes: Best Places for Business and Careers

€ Brookings MetroMonitor @ Relocate America: Top 10 Recovery Cities for 2010
® ClO: Top 10 Cities for Technology Jobs € Newgeography: Best Cities for Job Growth (Top 25)
@ Forbes: The Best Cities for Jobs M Forbes: America’s Most Innovative Cities

® GigaCom: Top 10 Cities with the Best Broadband @ CNNMoney: Best Places to Live

@ Fast Company: Fast Cities of 2011 @ Forbes: Most Wired Cities

@ Newgeography: America’s Biggest Brain Magnets @ Area Development: Select Regionals Survey







On 10 Surveys On 8 Surveys
Austin, Texas

Denver, Colorado
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As the capital of the Lone Star State — itself well known .
for its business-friendly policies — Austin stands out. - Seattle, Washington
For companies large and small, the metro area has been

a sound F;hoice for expansions and relocations. And its 000GONOOBD
businesses consistently push boundaries, creating high-
tech and cutting-edge innovations that, in turn, spur even
more investment.

On 7Surveys —

Samsung's announcement of a $3.6 billion investment in its

Samsung Austin Semiconductor (SAS) plant was the year's Ra Ieig h-Durham Area, North Carolina
biggest news, according to Dave Porter, senior vice president ' :
of economic development for the Greater Austin Chamber of (a RbRINh A KiEm)

Commerce. SAS will increase the capacity of its 12-inch semi-
conductor fabrication facility in the city, creating up to 500
permanent jobs.

“This investment, along with the creation of Samsung Austin On 6 Surveys

Semiconductor’s first research and development entity this
spring, makes the Austin campus a true semiconductor complex
and ensures Austin’s premier status as a center for semiconductor .
research and manufacturing,” said Dr. W. S. Han, SAS president. e Boston, Massachusetts
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Austin's robust tech work force will fulfill these jobs. According

to the Census, the area has the sixth most educated work force Oklahoma City Oklahoma
in the nation. Porter says its highly educated potential employees 1
are the top reason companies choose to relocate and grow in (aNbRe XfX ) In)

Austin. Many workers filter into the city’s labor pool via the _
University of Texas at Austin, the state university system's flagship .
school, which has more than 48,000 students. San Antonio, Texas

While Austin leads today, success didn't happen overnight. The (aXbRd Rh i X
chamber developed Opportunity Austin, a strategic plan to
diversify the area’s economy, in 2004 after the 2000-2002 tech
bust, which impacted Austin's software and semiconductor busi- —— _—
nesses. Focusing on attracting clean energy companies, life sci- - -

ence firms, creative media, and niche headquarters has strength- On 5 Surveys
ened Austin’s economy. For instance, Hanger Orthopedics ‘ :
moved its headquarters to the city last year, bringing 280 jobs .
with it. “That's the perfect fit we're looking for,” Porter says. e Houston—Sugar Land—Baytown, Texas

Today, industry group BioAustin represents approximately 100 e (a) (d X f) (] B n)
life sciences companies that employ more than 7,000 people in
Austin and central Texas. These businesses span fields from
medical device manufacturing to agricultural biology.

Lincoln, Nebraska

Aggressive incentives and business-friendly taxes are just two ] 0600 (h) ] )
more reasons why companies locate here. State business taxes g
are relatively low and local incentives range from tax abatement ‘ New York Metro Area

to public utility incentives and foreign-trade zones.

00000

But one of the single most important strategies Austin has
implemented is encouraging local CEOs to talk to other execu-

tives about the benefits of relocating to the area. : Pittsburgh, Pen nsylvania
"It's not brain surgery,” Porter says. “It just comes down to (a) 'b) Q (] ] Q

building relationships.”

Looking forward, the chamber is working on the second phase alt Lak ity Utah

of Opportunity Austin, a five-year plan that runs from 2009-2013. S A Y

The goal is to attract 117,000 net new jobs that represent a aXbRhX] Nn}

nearly $11 billion wage increase. Based on its success over the
past decade, Austin is poised to continue its economic ascent.
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OPELIKA

ALABAMA

We have sites worth seéing;

» Located in East Central Alabama
along Interstate 85 halfway between
Montgomery and Atlanta

Part of Alabama'’s fastest growing
metropolitan statistical area

Available 2,200-acre fully developed
industrial park along Interstate 85 with
sites ranging from 10 to 1,100 acres

Near Auburn University, with more
than 25,000 students

Close to local community college with
an excellent industrial training center
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LOCATI(' )NS

Lori Huguley, CEcD ° Director
Ihuguley@ci.opelika.al.us.
334.705.5115
www.opelika.org

~On 3 Surveys

Albuguerque, New Mexico

0000

- Anchorage, Alaska

0000

Baltimore-Towson, Maryland
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Bismarck, North Dakota

(aNdXh X ]

Bloomington, Indiana
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Boulder, Colorado

0000

College Station-Bryan, Texas
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Colorado Springs, Colorado
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Ames, lowa

000

Augusta Area, Georgia

000

Baton Rouge, Louisiana

000

Bethesda-Rockville-Frederick, Maryland

000

Buffalo-Niagara Falls, New York

000

Charleston, South Carolina

000

Corpus Christi, Texas

000

Council Bluffs, lowa

000

Des Moines-West Des Moines, lowa

000

FOR FREE SITE INFORMATION, CALL 800-735-2732, EXT. 225, OR VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.AREADEVELOPMENT.COM




Columbia, Missouri
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Durham, North Carolina
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~ El Paso, Texas

0000

Fargo, North Dakota
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Huntsville, Alabama

0000

Little Rock-North Little Rock-
Conway, Arkansas

0000

McAllen-Edinburg-Mission, Texas

0000

Omaha, Nebraska
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San Diego, California

(a XIcRIRm)

Fayetteville, Arkansas

000

Fayetteville, North Carolina

000

| Fort Collins, Colorado
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Fort Worth-Arlington, Texas

000

Hartford Area, Connecticut

000

Honolulu, Hawaii

000

lowa City, lowa

000

Jacksonville, North Carolina

000

Kansas City, Missouri

000

Kennewick-Richland-Pasco, Washington

000

Enmponrsingy BCONOMIC diversity

through dzzatittor.

KENNEWICK | PASCO | RICHLAND

m | eader in technology manufacturing, food processing, energy
research and development

= Fastest growing metro area in Washington state

= |owest cost of living in Washingion state

= Hostio 1,600 PhD's amony 7.008 scientists and engineers
= 300 days of sunshine each year

= No persenal or corporate income tax

 WHERE BUSINESS, PROFITABILITY,
1D INNOVATION THRIVE

The Tri-City Development Council

is the lead economic development
organization for Benton and Frankiin
Countigs. For the most comprehensive,
confidential and business-specific
assistance available in the region,
contact TRIDEC today.

TRIfCITlES
" WASHINGTON
TRI-CITY DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL

Tou-Free 800.874.2489 | prone 509.735.1000 | www.tridec.org



On 3 Surveys

On 2 Surveys

Killeen-Temple-Fort Hood, Texas Philadelphia, Pennsylvania . Albany-Schenectady-Troy, New York

000 0060

Lafayette, Louisiana Provo, Utah

000 (aXicKh)

Amarillo, Texas

00

Auburn-Opelika, Alabama

[a X h)

Las Cruces, New Mexico ‘ Ogden, Utah

000 & 000

Lawton, Oklahoma . St. Louis, Missouri - Brownsville-Harlingen, Texas

000 (aXhAn) 00

Lexington, Kentucky St. Joseph, Missouri ~ Cedar Rapids, lowa

(aXh A 000 . 00

Logan, Utah . Sioux Falls, South Dakota ~ Charlottesville, Virginia

2 Xl h/ 000 . 00

~ Louisville, Kentucky  ' . Springdfield, Missouri Cheyenne, Wyoming
000 . 000 00

o Virginia Beach-Norfolk-Newport
Morgantown, West Virginia News, Virginia Columbia, South Carolina

(aXh 000 006

Nashville-Davidson-Murfreesboro-
Franklin, Tennessee Yakima, Washington Greenville, South Carolina

00® 000 00

Sometimes You Have to Change Your Perspective
To find the 1ight Location... |

COmpanies are changing their perspective.

More and more companies are bringing back their offshore manufacturing to
maintain rapid delivery/response times, low inventories, and competitive costs.
But where else can you have low cost manufacturing and proximity

to your customer? The McAllen, TX [ Reynosa, MX border offers

low cost manufacturing and the flexibility to ship your product within 24 hours.

Many large and medium-sized companies are already located in our
world-class industrial parks and have substantially curbed their
production costs. With over 24 years of manufacturing history,
the workforce is also well-trained and abundant.

sejels pajiun

What's more, our area responds to your company's needs with
an excellent infrastructure, international training facilities,
education and research programs, and more.

Add all that, plus the ability of your managers and their families to live in a
progressive U.S. city with great weather and low cost of living.

From all perspectives, this is a money-saving opportunity.

Call today for a free executive summary filled with helpful facts on
infrastructure, labor, land/building options, and more.
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Nassau-Suffolk Counties, New York

00

Hanford-Corcoran, California

00

Spokane, Washington

00

o State College, Pennsylvania
L)
Syracuse, New York

00

Pascagoula, Mississippi

00

Pueblo, Colorado

00

. Harrisburg-Carlisle, Pennsylvania

00

Hattiesburg, Mississippi

00

Tallahassee, Florida

00

Hinesville-Fort Stewart, Georgia

00

- Rapid City, South Dakota

~ lthaca, New York Rochester, New York b ~ Trenton-Ewing, New Jersey
00 00 - 00
Jackson, Mississippi Salem, Oregon Tulsa, Oklahoma
00 00 00
Knoxville, Tennessee Savannah, Georgia Warner Robins, Georgia
00 } 00 00
Madison, Wisconsin Shreveport-Bossier City, Louisiana
a Rl

Contact Kristi Smiley,

Onondaga County

Office of Economic Development,
at (315)435-3770 or visit
www.SyracuseCeniral.com foday.

Meet Us at the B iR R0k i1 R
Crossroads Of e g
Innovation

for young professionals.
Our innovative spirit
and tradition of creating

Where 50% of the connections combined

populations of United with extensive educational

States and Canada are . :
infrastructure, economic

within 750 miles.

stability, high-speed ; R
SYRAGUSIE fiber optic network, Target Industries

S and abundance of fresh Shnmacan
Uy . e cleantech
LEAD|N§ potable water provide all o medical diagnostics
LOCATI UNS | B e o » chemical and biotech development
for20r ® radar and sonar systems
T IR success.
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SOME SPECIAL MENTIONS

We have chosen to highlight five metros in
the top nine. Over the past year, many rank-
ings — judging everything from tech prowess
to labor force — have mentioned Austin. The
Texas capital topped our list with ten men-
tions across the 14 rankings we considered.

The next eight cities received between six
and eight mentions on these surveys. We
have chosen to call out Denver; the Raleigh-
Durham area; San Antonio; and Oklahoma City
for their unique economic strengths, a range of
industry specialties, work force populations,
y and types of investment.

RALEIG
DURHAM

DENVER

San Antonio

kléh-oma City

DENVER

Denver received eight mentions
on the 14 lists in our review. In
2010, Denver attracted a slew
of major business investments,
particularly in its robust energy
cluster. (Direct employment
growth in the cleantech sector
from 2009 to 2010 was 7.1 per-
cent, versus 0.8 percent for the
overall United States.)

Vestas, the global wind energy
and turbine company, selected
the Mile High City for its first
North American manufacturing
complex. What began as an ini-
tial project for one plant mor-
phed into four facilities across a
new campus, representing an
approximately $1 billion invest-
ment. Three of the four plants
went online over the past year.

And the German SMA Solar
Technology, which captures 40
percent of the solar inverter

mnzss—ms

BUSINESS

ich to liv

We're starting to get big heads.

San Antonio is a great place to live, to work, to do business. Obviously, we aren't the only ones saying so. If your company is
thinking of expanding, read all about it. Visit our website or call for our DVD. It just might put some good ideas into your head.

602 E. Commerce St. » San Antonio, TX 78205
Visit sanantonioedf.com. * E-mail edf@sanantonioedf.com or call for a free DVD.
Toll-free: 800-552-3333 = Local: 210-226-1394 » Fax: 210-223-3386

sanantonio.gov ©2011 SA Economic Development Foundation
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market, located its North
American manufacturing in
Denver. Plus, “the supply chains
follow them,” says Laura Brandt,
manager of economic develop-
ment for the Metro Denver
Economic Development Corp.

RALEIGH-DURHAM
AREA

With seven mentions, this North
Carolina region is typically
referred to as the Triangle for
the locations of its anchoring
cities — Raleigh, Durham, and
Chapel Hill — and globally-
known Research Triangle Park,
the largest U.S. research park.

By developing traditional and
emerging clusters, the Raleigh
area avoided the recession’s
boom-and-bust. Its life science,
biotech, and pharmaceutical
sectors are developing medical
device and healthcare records

software niches.

Software and T are also impor-
tant. When Kenneth Atkins,
executive director of Wake
County Economic Development,
is asked to name the area’s
biggest economic development
project of the year, he says,
“That's easy.” In January, Red
Hat, the largest maker of open-
source software in the world,
said it would build a new, $100
million corporate headquarters
and create 560 new jobs, likely
to be filled by highly educated
employees from nearby Duke
University and North Carolina
State. “That's a key reason,”
Atkins says of the region’s suc-
cess. “This area is so talent-
rich.”

SAN ANTONIO

Boston, Charlotte, Dallas,
Oklahoma City, and San

Antonio all received six men-
tions. San Antonio, the sev-
enth-largest U.S. city, is noted
for offering big metro advan-
tages at relatively low cost.

“All those savings in this day
and time are very important in
corporate America,” says
Mario Hernandez, president of
the San Antonio Economic
Development Foundation.
Businesses choose San
Antonio not only for the sav-
ings, but also for its top-quali-
ty power through municipally-
owned CPS Energy, and its
young, one-million-strong
work force.

Over the past two years, San
Antonio attracted nearly 9,000
jobs during one of the worst
global financial crises. “For us
to be adding these kinds of
job-producing investments in a
recession says a lot for the sta-

THE MOST FERTILE
REGION FOR GROWTH
IS IN THE SOUTH.

CONWAY, ARKANSAS TO BE MORE SPECIFIC.

National recognition is business as usual around here. Rated America’s 4th-strongest economy,
7th-best place for jobs and 6th geekiest city, it’s easy to see why Conway is the new home for

companies like Hewlett-Packard and Southwestern Energy, which have resulted in $70 million
in new payroff and [,800 new jobs.With a young, educated worlforce, available sites and
city structure that can get things done, you'll find a lot of reasons to plant your roots here.

SMART

developconway.org
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The Suits & Their Pursuits
e y’

VisitSpokane

for business,
pleasure...
life.

“At the heart of Spokane
are the kinds of leaders
who are willing to put
aside personal interests
to achieve what's best on
behalf of this community
This is beautiful country.
If you love to golf..be on
the lakes, it's literally a
walk out your front door.
There’s something here
for everyone!”

If you'd like to visit Spokane,
whether you're considering
relocating your business
or booking a convention,
call us directly, or go to
www.VisitSpokane.com/suits.

Greater

Spokane

Incorporated i

reaterSpokane | greaterspokane.org
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bility and potential for growth here,”
Hernandez says.

In 2010, Petco announced it would
move its company’s financial opera-
tions to San Antonio, along with 600
jobs paying an average annual salary
of $57,000. There are also the metro’s
growing healthcare, bioscience and
biotech, IT, and aerospace sectors. Its
cyber security niche attracted the 24th
Air Force, a new U.S. Air Force divi-
sion focused on cyber command secu-
rity. Looking ahead, San Antonio seeks
to grow its green jobs and renewable
energy, cyber security, bioscience, and
aerospace industries.

OKLAHOMA CITY

Oklahoma City distinguished itself for its
financial and employment strength both
during and after the recession. Over the
past two years, its average unemploy-
ment rate was one of the lowest in the
nation at 6.1 percent, at least three per-
centage points below the national aver-
age. The municipality has very little debt
and has retained a Triple A bond rating,
the highest rating available. While the
city wasn’t immune to the recession’s
effects, it continued to perform well dur-
ing tough times. Transportation options,
access to market, and growth in indus-
tries such as aerospace and bioscience,
have attracted expansions.

In 2010, Boeing said it would relocate
550 jobs to Oklahoma City, and energy
company Continental Resources
announced a headquarters relocation to
the metro. The local government’s finan-
cial stability is also an important signal
to businesses.

“It makes it a lot easier for companies to
be successful when you're in that kind of
environment,” says Robin Roberts
Krieger, executive vice president of the
Greater Oklahoma City Chamber. That
fiscal soundness helped the chamber
bring 90 projects and more than 4,100
jobs to Oklahoma City last year, at an
investment value of at least $345 million.

FOR FREE SITE INFORMATION, CALL 800-735-2732, EXT. 225, OR VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.AREADEVELOPMENT.COM



Locations to Watch in 2011

While some of the following locations may not have made the 100 Leading Locations survey for 2011, we expect them to be strong candidates for next year’s ranking
Jists due to their attraction of significant business investments and job creation, as well as their positive economic outlooks. Based on responses to Area Development's

Select Regionals Survey, here are 30 locations to watch in the coming year.

ARKANSAS

Little Rock (100 Leading Locations)

o Southwest Power Pool, Corporate
head%uarters, $62M, 200 jobs

Pine Bluff

e Evergreen Packaging, Liquid packagin
bog'r\? and coated publication paper mill,

FLORIDA

Jacksonville

o Mercedes-Benz, Distribution and
car dealer support, $24M, 160 jobs
Space Coast

e Midair USA, Aircraft MRO and refur-
bishment, $28M, 450 jobs

INDIANA

Huntington

e Continental Structural Plastics, Auto
Ioarts manufacturing, $9.1M, 350 jobs
ndianapolis

s Dow AgroSciences, Headquarters
expansion, $340M, 577 jobs

KENTUCKY

Louisville

e Ford, Auto manufacturing, $600M,
1,800 jobs

LOUISIANA

Baton Rouge .
* Point Bio Energy, Wood pellet plant,
$100M, 100 jobs

New Orleans

¢ Nucor, Iron and steel production,
$3.4B, 1,250 jobs *1

MINNESOTA

St. Paul

e J&J Distributing, Produce distribution,
$8.5M, 150 jobs

PENNSYLVANIA

Pittsbur%h (100 Leading Locations)

e Range Resources Corporation, Regional
headquarters, $35M, nearly 600 jobs

MISSOURI

Columbia (100 Leading Locations)

e IBM, IT service delivery center, 800 jobs
Moberly

¢ Mamtek, Food processing, $46M, 600

obs
JSpringfieId (100 Leading Locations)
e Expedia.com, Office, $7.6M, 500 jobs

NEW MEXICO

Clovis

* Tres-Amigas Superstation, Electrical
grid interconnect, $300M, 60 jobs

NEW YORK
Buffalo-Niagara (100 Leading Locations)
* Galvstar, $25M, Steel plant, 55 jobs

SOUTH CAROLINA

Anderson County

o First Quality Tissue, Paper manufactur-
ing, $1B, 1,000 jobs

Newberr?(

e Caterpillar, Facility expansion, $15M,
500 jobs

TENNESSEE

Chattanooga

o Amazon.com, Fulfillment center, $91M,
1,249 jobs

TEXAS

Amarillo (100 Leading Locations)

o Bell Helicopter Textron, Military air-
craft assembly, $31M, 459 jobs

NORTH CAROLINA

Charlotte (100 Leading Locations)

» Siemens Energy, Gas turbines, $170M,
825 jobs

Holly Springs, Wake County

e Novartis, R&D, $40M, 150 jobs
Winston-Salem

e Caterpillar, Heavy-duty vehicles,
$426M, 500 jobs

OHIO

Columbus

e Accel, Packa%ng manufacturing,
$17.5M, 400 jobs

MICHIGAN

Livonia

® A123 Systems, Advanced battery
manufacturing, $132M, 3,000 jobs *2

OKLAHOMA

Oklahoma City (100 Leading Locations)

e Nash Finch, Food warehouse/distribu-
tion, $24 million, 200 jobs

VIRGINIA

Salem, Roanoke area

e Yokohama Tire, Tire manufacturing,
$13M, 50 jobs

WASHINGTON

Grant County

e SGL Automotive Carbon Fibers, Carbon
fiber manufacturing, $100M, 80 jobs
Spokane (100 Leading Locations)

* Aerospace cluster, Spokane International
Airport, $5M, 90 jobs

WYOMING

Cheyenne (100 Leading Locations)

e NCAR Wyoming Supercomputer Cen-
ter (NWSC), Federally-funded supercom-
puter research center, $92M, 35 jobs

1. Single greatest capital investment

2. Single most job-creating investment

Once you're here, you'll want to expand

$130 million attraction .

Choose‘S_T. Joseph, Mo. -- Your Scess is Our Business

=\ Boehringer
||l|| Ingelheim

Joih these and other companies like Nestle Purina, Teva Animal Health,
Sara Lee Foods, American Family Insurance and Johnson Controls,

St. Joseph is a metropolitan area of more than 120,000 and just @n

Vi

i% Sf JOSE PH a 35-minute direct drive from Kansas City Infernational Airport,

Quality Businesses

we. PARTNER

www.choosesfjoseph.com or call (800) 748-7856

Quality Living
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