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Bendix announces expansmn

Brake company buys former Stride
Rite building, plans to add 40 jobs

BY ANDREW MACIEJEWSKI
amaciejewski@h-ponline.com

Bendix has purchased the
former Stride Rite distribu-
tion center and announced
plans to add 40 additional
jobs over a three-year period
as it expands, according to a
press release.

The 409,000-square-foot
facility at 1515 Riverfork
Drive is now the sixth lo-
cation in Huntington, of-
fering 45 freight docks and

36-foot-tall ceilings, which
officials say will improve
the company’s warehousing
and shipping operations.

Bendix said, the location
will be used to consolidate
its operations in Huntington
and allow the company to
expand and support its com-
mercial vehicle aftermarket
business.

“We are very proud of our
nearly 40-year history here,
and this purchase marks the

start of another exciting new
chapter for our team in Hun-
tington,” Bendix COO Car-
los Hungria said in a state-
ment. “Our newest addition
is just one more way we con-
tinue to optimize our manu-
facturing  operations and
distribution, ‘while address-
ing customer demand at the
highest level possible.”

Project planning has begun
and initial operations are
set to begin within the first
quarter of 2020, the release
states.

Huntington County Eco-
nomic Development execu-

tive director Mark Wickersh-
am said no incentives were
offered in the immediate ac-
quisition of the building and'
that possible public incen-
tives for additional invest-
ments at the facility are still
being negotiated, the details
of which are not available at
this time.

Wickersham said the for-
mer Stride Rite facility is
one of the best buildings on
the industrial property mar-
ket in Huntington, since it
was closed in 2008 in “pris-
tine condition’ and has been

_maintained since then.

Bendix has a history of
renovating - buildings  in
Huntington for expansion,
Wickersham says, and he’s
excited to hear they are in-
vesting again since com-
pany officials participate in
philanthropic projects and
are invested in local boards
throughout the community.

“We are excited about the
investment to acquire the
building and the wonderful
opportunities for potential
growth as a result,” Wicker-
sham said. “Our community
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thanks Bendix for their con-
tinued growth and invest-
ments in Huntington.”

In 2017, Bendix added
two production lines in a
$3.8-million expansion,
and last year, the company
bought its fifth site while
rolling out the first install-
ment of a $1.5 million capi-
tal plan, according to the
release.

The company began opera-
tions in Huntington in 1980
and now operates five loca-
tions within a 5-mile radius,
including Bendix’s primary
North American distribution
center and various manufac-
turing, remanufactunng and
assembly sites.

Hungria  attributed  his
company’s ability to expand
to Huntington County Eco-
nomic Development and
Indiana Economic Develop-
ment Corporation.

“We appreciate the strong
cooperation and  support
we’ve always received from
our partners in Huntington

County,” Hungria said in
a statement. “Their efforts
have helped us continue to
expand in this area, and we
look forward to what the fu-
ture has to offer.”

Bendix plant manager
Christopher Camp said in
a_ statement that Riverfork
Drive offers the potential for
an expanded outdoor rec-
reation and wellness space,
with plans for a walking trail
and basketball courts.

. The site will also include
measures to make it environ-
mentally conscious. !

“The new Huntington
site will incorporate green
building guidelines, and
energy efficient infrastruc-
ture and zero waste plan-
ning as essential elements
in the construction and
renovation plans,” Bendix
responsibility and sustain-
ability director stated in the
release.”

With available industrial
space at nearly 97 percent
full, Wickersham said he’s
excited to see private invest-
ment grow over the years.

“It’s ~ just tremendous
news,” he said.




